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The New Early Years Framework 2021 
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Creating and thinking 
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Communities 
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and design 

 
Creating Material 

Being imaginative & 
expressive 

Assessment 

Reception Long term Plan 
2021-2022 



 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

General Themes All about me! Look inside a book. Curious creatures Come outside! Terrific trips Celebrations 

 
(Themes may be 
adapted to 
follow children’s 
interest) 

 
Starting school 
New class/ new 

beginnings. 
How have I changed? 

My family. 
What am I good at? 

What do I like? 
How do I make others 

feel? 
Why am I special? 

 

 
Traditional tales 

Little red hen-harvest 
Rosie’s Walk-music 
Gingerbread man 

Cinderella 
The nativity 
Library visits 

Re-enacting stories 
Creating our own 

stories 

 
Safari 

Life Cycles 
Climate and hibernation 

Animals and their 
babies 

Down on the farm 
Mini Beasts 

Night and day animals 
Animal patterns 

Dinosaurs 

 
Growing 

Plants and flowers 
Seasons and weather 
The great outdoors 

Cosmic 
Seed planting 

Reduce/ reuse and 
recycle 

Caring for our planet 

 
Exploring local 
environment 

How do I get there? 
Where in the world 

have you been? 
Transport past and 

present. 
Design your own 

transport. 
Plan a trip 

What would you see? 
Shadows 

 
Celebrating me. 

Carnivals and parades 
Explore festivals of light. 

Saying thank you 
New beginnings 

Life cycles 

Possible texts 
 
 
 

 Ten Little Fingers and 
Ten Little Toes 

From Head to Toe 
The Five Senses 

Not Now, Bernard 
I Can't Do That, YET 

• While We Can't Hug 
Super Duper You 

My Family. 
 

Goldilocks 
Farmer Duck 

Hansel and Gretel 
Christmas story/ 

Nativity 
Rosie’s Walk 

Little Red Hen 
Elmer 

The Emperors Egg 
The Hungry Caterpillar 

Dear Zoo 
Owl Babies 

Tiger who came to Tea 
 

The Tiny Seed 
The Bad Seed 

Oliver’s Vegetables 
Worm Weather 

Enormous Turnip 

Train Ride 
I wish I was a Pilot 

The Journey Home from 
Grampa’s 

Around the World in 
Eighty Days. 

Things that go 
Atlas’s 

 
Handas surprise 

Mr Wolfs Pancakes 
Hats of faith 

Stickman 

Wow Moments 
Enrichment weeks 
 
 
 

Singing concert 
Introduction to cosmic 

Team 
 
 

Christmas concert 
Children in Need 

Father Christmas visit. 
St Clare’s Chiurch Trip. 

Keydell Visit 

Valentine’s day 
Baking week 

Staunton Farm Trip 

World book day 
Mother’s Day 

Queen’s birthday 
Easter fun week 
Grow our own 

sunflower. 
Red Nose day 

Garden centre Trip . 
 

Local trips. 
Queen Elizabeth 

Country Park Teddy 
bears picnic. 

 

End of Year celebration. 
Let’s have a parade 

Long Down Dairy farm 
Trip 

Butterflies 

 

 

 



 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

General themes All about me! Look inside a book. Curious creatures Come outside! Terrific trips Celebrations 

COEL Characteristic of Effective Learning 
Playing and exploring: - Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. Children who actively participate in their own play develop 
larger stores of information and experiences to draw on which positively supports their learning. 
Active learning: - Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties. They are proud of their own achievements. For children 
to develop into self-regulating, lifelong learners they are required to take ownership, accept challenges and learn persistence. 
Creating and thinking critically: - Children develop their own ideas and make links between these ideas. They think flexibly and rationally, 
drawing on previous experiences which help them solve problems and reach conclusions. 

Key Principles  
Unique Child: every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured 
Positive Relationships: children learn best when communities and partnerships are united. Children flourish when there are positive partnerships 
between all staff, parents and cares.  
Enabling environment: The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children’s development and learning. Children learn and 
develop best within a safe and secure environment where routines are established and adults respond to their individual needs. 
Learning and development: Children develop and learn at different rates. We must be aware of children and their development needs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Warren Park Values: Warren Park is proud to share our Warren Park Values Monkeys. Each Monkey represents one of our values, and together they build the 
elements of a Warren Park Learner.  Charlie represents Self-Regulation, Esther represents Resilience, Laurence Represents Focus, 
Lavinia represents Respect, Warren represents independence and Theodore represents Boundaries. 

 
 
 
 

 
Parental Involvement 

Stay and settle sessions. 
Singing concert 
Parents evening 
 

Christmas concert 
Bedtime books. 
Parent workshops. 

Parent workshops. 
Parents evenings 

Proud clouds 
Phonics morning (look 
how far we have come) 

Proud clouds 
Maths morning (look 
how far we have come) 
 

Proud clouds 
Talent show 
Parent drop in 
 

 
 
 
 

Assesment 
Opportunities 

Analyse Nursery data 
Baseline Assessment. 
Intervention groups. 
Team meeting 

On going assessment 
Baseline analysis 
Pupil progress meeting 
Phonics assessment 

GLD Predictions 
Local school visits 
Cluster meetings 
Moderation meeting  
EYFS Team meetings 
local schools 
Phonics assessment 

Moderation with local 
schools. 
EYFS Team meetings 
Pupil progress analysis 
Phonics assessment 

Cluster Meeting 
Pupil progress  
EYFS Team meetings 
analysis 
Moderation meetings. 

Parents drop in 
EYFS Team meetings 
Phonics assessment 
EOY Data 
 



 
Communication and 
Language 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

General themes All about me! Look inside a book. Curious creatures Come outside! Terrific trips Celebrations 
The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The 
number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with 
new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive 
opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their 
teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures. 
 
 
 
Communication & 
language developed 
throughout the year 
through high quality 
teaching and interactions. 
Daily group discussions 
snack and chat, stories, 
enhanced language 
opportunities, singing, 
chatterboxes’ speech and 
language interventions. 
Story narrative sessions, 
productions and daily 
story time. 
 

Welcome to EYFS 
 
Understand how to listen and 
why listening is important. 
 
Listen to short stories in small 
groups. 
 
Listen attentively and respond 
to what they hear with relevant 
questions, comments and 
actions when being read to and 
during whole class discussions 
and small group interactions. 
 
Talk about themselves and 
people who are important to 
them. 
 
 
 

Book talk 
 
Listen to longer stories with 
prompt questions to redirect 
attention and check listening. 
 
Listen and respond to others in 
short exchanges. 
 
Able to follow a simple 
instruction 
 
Ask questions to find out more 
and to check they understand 
what has been said to them.  
 
Make comments about what 
they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their 
understanding. 
 
Learn new vocabulary and with 
support use these in context. 
 
Describe/retell what has 
already happened. 
 
Hold conversations when 
engaged in back-and-forth 
exchanges with their teacher 
and peers. 
 
 
 
 

What do we know! 
 
Articulate their ideas and 
thoughts in well-formed 
sentences.  
 
Connect one idea or action to 
another using a range of 
connectives.  
 
Listen to and talk about 
selected non-fiction to 
develop a deep familiarity 
with new knowledge and 
vocabulary.  
 
Participate in small group, 
class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their 
own ideas, using recently 
learnt vocabulary. 
 
Describe events in some 
detail 
 
Listen and follow a two -part 
instruction. 
 
Make comments about what 
they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their 
understanding. 
 
Use new vocabulary 
independently. 

Talk it through 
 
Describe events in some 
detail. Use talk to help 
work out problems and 
organise thinking and 
activities. Explain how 
things work and why they 
might happen.  
 
Offer explanations for why 
things might happen, 
making use of recently 
introduced vocabulary 
from stories, nonfiction, 
rhymes and poems when 
appropriate. 
 
Listen to others and 
respond appropriately 
staying on task for longer 
 
Follow a two-part 
instruction. 
 
Understand spoken 
instructions without 
stopping what they are 
doing.  
 
Use talk to help work out 
problems and organise 
thinking and activities.  
 
Explain how things work 
and why they might 
happen. 

Let’s explain 
 
Retell the story once they 
have developed a deep 
familiarity with the text; some 
as exact repetition and some 
in their own words.  
 
Use new vocabulary in 
different contexts.  
 
Express their ideas and 
feelings about their 
experiences using full 
sentences, including use of 
past, present and future 
tenses and making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling 
and support 
 
Listen attentively in a range of 
situations including whole 
cohort activities. 
 
Listen and follow instructions 
without stopping what they 
are doing. 
 
Understand more 
complicated language, e.g. 
first, last, might, maybe, 
above, in-between. 
 
Explain their understanding 
using longer sentences and 
using recently introduced 
vocabulary 

Let us share 
 
Retell the story once they have 
developed a deep familiarity 
with the text; some as exact 
repetition and some in their own 
words. Use new vocabulary in 
different contexts 
 
Express their ideas and feelings 
about their experiences using full 
sentences, including use of past, 
present and future tenses and 
making use of conjunctions. 
 
Listen attentively in a range of 
situations including whole school 
 
 
Hold conversations when 
engaged in back and forth 
exchanges 
 
Offer explanations to why things 
might happen. 
 
 
 
 

ELG: Listening, Attention and Understanding: Children at the expected level of development will: - Listen 
attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and 
during whole class discussions and small group interactions; - Make comments about what they have heard and 
ask questions to clarify their understanding; - Hold conversations when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with 
their teacher and peers. 

ELG: Speaking; Children at the expected level of development will: - Participate in small group, class and one-to-
one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary; - Offer explanations for why things 
might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when 
appropriate; - Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, 
present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher. 



 

Personal, social and 
emotional development 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

General themes All about me! Look inside a book. Curious creatures Come outside! Terrific trips Celebrations 
Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development are the important 
attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported to manage emotions, 
develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how 
to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. 
These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life. 

 
Self-Regulation 

 

Understand basic emotions, 
happy, sad, cross. 
Articulate why sharing and 
waiting my turn is important. 
Able to listen to the adults in 
the classroom. 
I understand an instruction is 
telling me to do something. 

Begin to say how I am feeling 
Recognise when I am feeling 
sad or cross. 
Take turns with a close friend 
with support, 
Able to listen carefully to 
adults. 
Follow everyday instructions 
in school with prompts. 

Begin to explain how I am 
feeling and why 
Talk about these feelings. 
Able to wait my turn in a 
group activity with support. 
Able to listen carefully to 
adults. 
Follow everyday instructions 
in school independently. 

Recognise how other people 
are feeling. 
Recognise when others are 
feeling sad or cross. 
Able to wait my turn in group 
activity. 
Listen and respond to adults. 
Follow a two-part instruction 
with support 

Talk about my own and other 
people’s feelings. 
Identify what do if I feel sad or 
cross or I notice my friends 
feeling sad or cross 
Help others wait their turn 
when playing. 
Listen when I am engaged in 
an activity 
Independently follow a two-
part instruction. 

Demonstrate an 
understanding of my own 
feelings and those of others. 
Regulate my feelings and 
behaviour by talking these 
through.  
Wait for what I want 
independently. 
Listen, respond appropriately 
whilst engaged in an activity. 
Able to follow instructions 
following several ideas and 
actions. 
Follow school rules and keep 
myself safe. 
 

 
Managing Self 

 
 
 

With support and 
encouragement, I can try new 
activities. 
Know our classroom rules. 
Understand the difference 
between right and wrong. 

Try new activities for longer 
periods of time. 
Understand why rules are 
important. 
 

Ask for help if a challenge 
gets tricky. 
Understand the purpose of 
rules is to keep us safe. 
Talk about good and bad 
behaviour in our classroom 

Try to resolve problems with 
new challenges with some 
independence.  
Identify when rules are not 
followed. 

Show resilience when met 
with a challenge. 
Talk about the rewards and 
consequence’s for not 
following or following rules. 

Able to solve a problem with 
determination when faced 
with a challenge. 
Able to demonstrate good 
behaviour and to follow rules 
independently. 
Manage own basic hygiene 
and personal needs, including 
dressing, going to the toilet 
and understanding the 
importance of healthy food 
choices. 
 

 
Building Relationships 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Play with a close friend. 
Work with my teacher. 
Recognise my own feelings 
with support. 

Play with other people in my 
class. 
Play in a group with support. 
Recognise my own feelings 
with support. 
 

Play in a new group. 
Play with others and wait my 
turn 
Recognise my own feelings 
 

Ask others to join play. 
Play with others and wait my 
turn 
Recognise how my friends are 
feeling 

Recognise when someone is 
lonely and invite them to play. 
Support others to wait their 
turn 
Support my friends when they 
are not feeling good. 
 
 

Able to work and play co-
operatively. 
Established positive 
relationships. 
Sensitive to my own and 
other’s needs. 



Warren Park 

Six Strands 
 

Boundaries 
I am beginning to share with 
support. 
I can follow everyday 
routines with support. 
I can recognise my own 
belongings. 
I know the safe places in my 
environment. 
I know who my special adult 
is and spend time with them. 

Respect 
I can help others with support. 
I notice other people’s 
reactions with support. 
I can accept when my turn 
finishes with support. 
I can wait for my turn with 
support. 
I can tidy up with support. 

Focus 
I am able to engage in 
sustained play. 
I can join in with others with 
support. 
I can show interest in others 
play. 
I can play alongside others. 
I can play on my own. 

Resilience 
I can try again with support. 
I can accept when things go 
wrong. 
I can be comforted when 
things go wrong. 
I can show when things go 
wrong. 
I can have a go. 
 

Self-Regulation 
I can show if I am happy or sad. 
I can begin to share what the 
problem is. 
I can cope with small changes 
with support. 
I can return to an adult when I 
need then. 
I can accept comfort from a 
special adult 

Independence 
I can follow simple routines or 
instructions with support. 
I can try to do things for 
myself. 
I can find things I want or 
need. 
I can explore my 
environment. 
I can separate from a special 
adult with support. 

ELG: Self-Regulation  
Children at the expected level of development will: - Show an 
understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to 
regulate their behaviour accordingly; - Set and work towards simple goals, 
being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate 
impulses when appropriate; - Give focused attention to what the teacher 
says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show 
an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. 
 

ELG: Managing Self  
Children at the expected level of development will: - Be confident to try 
new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the 
face of challenge; - Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong 
and try to behave accordingly; - Manage their own basic hygiene and 
personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understanding 
the importance of healthy food choices. 

ELG: Building Relationships  
Children at the expected level of development will: - Work and play 
cooperatively and take turns with others; - Form positive attachments to 
adults and friendships with peers; - Show sensitivity to their own and to 
others’ needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Physical development 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

General themes All about me! Look inside a book. Curious creatures Come outside! Terrific trips Celebrations 
Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory 
explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and providing opportunities for play 
both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social 
and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and 
crafts and the practise of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence 

Fine Motor 
 
 

 
Manipulate playdough to 
create rolls, balls. 
Copy lines and circles. 
Use one handed tools, 
pencils, paintbrushes. 
Trace along a line. 
Use a knife and fork 
Build with large construction. 
Trace letter and number 
shapes. 
 

 
Identify dominant hand with 
support.  
Trace letter and number 
shapes. 
Use scissors to make snips. 
Use a knife and fork. 
Practice holding food with a 
fork and cutting with the 
knife. 
Colour within a large shape. 
 

 
Use a one-handed implement 
with some control. 
Use dominant hand 
independently. 
Cut along a line. 
Use a knife and fork with 
increasing control 
Colour smaller detailed 
colouring. 

 
Write their own name. 
Write letter and number 
shapes independently. 
Rotate paper when changing 
cut direction with scissors. 
Cut out simple shapes. 
Colour within the lines. 
 

 
Use one handed objects with 
developing precision and 
control.  
Use scissors with increasing 
control. 
Form most letters correctly. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Develop precision and 
control when using one 
handed objects-pencils, 
paintbrushes 
Use scissors to cut with 
precision - cut out shapes 
lines and curves. 
Form letters correctly. 
Control over letter 
placement. 
Draw detailed pictures. 

Gross motor 
 

 
Revise and refine 
fundamental movement 
skills already acquired: 
rolling, crawling, walking, 
jumping, running hopping 
skipping and climbing to 
explore our new 
environment. 
 

 
P.E. Autumn (indoor) 
Runs and negotiates space, 
adjusting speed or direction 
to avoid obstacles. 
Experiments with different 
ways of moving. 
Plays alongside other 
children who are engaged in 
the same theme. 
Shows increasing control 
over an object in pushing, 
patting, throwing, catching 
or kicking it. 
 
 

 
P.E. Dinosaurs (indoor) 
Runs skilfully and negotiates 
space successfully, adjusting 
speed or direction to avoid 
obstacles. 
Maintains balance when 
running and changing direction. 
Experiments with different 
ways of moving. 
Plays alongside other children 
who are engaged in the same 
theme. 
Shows increasing control over 
an object in pushing, patting, 
throwing, catching or kicking it. 
 
Improving agility (outdoor) 
Move in and out of objects 
whilst playing a variety of 
games. 
Maintain balance and control 
when running and changing 
direction. 

 
P.E Growing (indoor) 
Able to react to basic 
commands consistently - run, 
walk, stop.  
Runs skilfully and negotiates 
space successfully, adjusting 
speed or direction to avoid 
obstacles. 
Maintain balance when 
running and changing 
direction. 
Experiments with different 
ways of moving. 
Plays alongside other 
children who are engaged in 
the same theme. 
Shows increasing control 
over an object in pushing, 
patting, throwing, catching 
or kicking it. 
 
Throwing (outdoor) 
Able to throw under arm. 
Able to throw over arm. 
Beginning to throw and hit a 
target.  

 
P.E Transport (indoor) 
Move skilfully with in a 
space, changing direction, 
speed and movement with 
control. 
Balance when moving and 
changing speed, direction or 
movement. 
 
Catching (outdoor) 
Able to catch a ball with 
increasing accuracy.  
Catch a bean bag with two 
hands. 
Catch a bean bag with one 
hand. 
Catch a ball with two hands. 
Catch a ball with one hand. 
Throw ball with increasing 
accuracy when aiming at a 
target. 
 

 
P.E Circus (indoor) 
Able to link movements 
successfully. 
Able to balance and control 
various limbs showing 
strength and control. 
 
 
 Balance (outdoor) 
Able to balance. 
Hold a balance for 7 seconds 
Able to link movement and a 
balance successfully. 
Able to balance a beanbag on 
our hand, head or shoulder. 

ELG: Fine Motor Skills  
Children at the expected level of development will: - Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – 
using the tripod grip in almost all cases; - Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery; - 
Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 
 

ELG: Gross Motor Skills  
Children at the expected level of development will: - Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for 
themselves and others; - Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing; - Move energetically, 
such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing. 
 



Literacy Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

General themes All about me! Look inside a book. Curious creatures Come outside! Terrific trips Celebrations 
It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only 
develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the 
speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and 
structuring them in speech, before writing). 

Word Reading 
 
 

Read individual letter sounds and diagraphs 
s,a,t,p,i,n,m,d,g,o,c,k,e,u,r,h,b,f,ff l,ll,j,v,w,x,y, z zz qu ch sh th(v) th ng 
oo (long), ar 
Identifying initial, middle and final sounds in words.  
Learn how to segment simple cvc words and blend sounds for reading. 
Read common exception words ; a at as in it is I an and am dad to 
into go no the get dog can got on not cat of up mum put had oh him 
his big he she me we be. if off you my they for was will all went from 
help too her with are yes then them that this, said. 
Home reading books 0.0-0.1 to support Phonics taught 

Read and sound the following diagraphs and trigraphs 
oo,ow,ee,ur,ai,or,oa,er,igh,air,oi,ear,ure.  
Identify and read these sounds in cvc, cvcc, ccvc,ccvcc and two 
syllable words. 
Read common exception words; look now down see going just 
have it’s do so, come some were one like when little what by 
day away play children 
Home reading books 0.2 to support Phonics taught 

 

Blend and segment all sounds previously taught. 
Read ccvc, ccvc, cvc + phase 3 Graphemes, compound words 
 
 
Read common exception words: your, here, saw time, out, 
house, about made make came I’m, very, old called, asked, 
looked , our Mr, Mrs people could 
Home reading books 0.3 to support Phonics taught 

 
 Comprehension- 

developing a 
passion for 
reading 

Demonstrate understanding of 
what they have heard by 
answering simple questions. 
Who? 
Identify who the main character in 
the story is. 
Make links between stories they 
have heard and their own 
experiences.  

Demonstrate understanding of 
what they have heard by 
answering simple questions. 
Who? Where?  
Identify who is the main 
character and where the story is 
set. 
Begin to make links between 
characters in the stories read to 
them. 
Join in with repeated refrains. 
Retell familiar rehearsed stories. 
Begin to identify a non-fiction 
from a fiction text. 

Demonstrate understanding 
of what they have heard by 
answering simple questions. 
Who? Where? Why? 
Anticipate why events 
happened in the story. 
Identify language phases from 
text previously shared. 
Use and understand recently 
introduced vocabulary during 
discussions about non-fiction 
text. 
Use language from texts in 
role-play.  
Understand the purpose of 
non-fiction text 

Demonstrate understanding 
of what they have heard by 
answering simple questions. 
Who? Where? Why? When? 
Identify when events 
happened in the story and 
why? 
Begin to understand story 
structure. 
Identify the beginning, middle 
and end of a simple story. 
Use language from texts in 
role-play  
Identify a non-fiction text and 
recall facts from the texts 
they have heard. 

Demonstrate understanding 
of what they have heard by 
answering simple questions. 
Who? Where? Why? When? 
What? 
Use a vast amount of story 
language from stories heard. 
Start a story with key phases: 
Once upon a time, a very long 
time ago. 
 
 
 
 
. 

Demonstrate understanding 
of what they have heard by 
answering simple questions. 
Who? Where? Why? When? 
What? 
Able to retell a story 
accurately in their own words 
using new vocabulary taught.  
Confidently anticipate key 
events  

Writing 
 
 

Mark make using a variety of 
medium. 
Develop an effective pencil grip to  
Draw lines and circles. 
Engage in tracing activities to 
develop accuracy.  
To write some recognisable letter 
and number shapes. 

Write some letters and numbers 
with increasing accuracy. 
Able to recognise ladders and 
tails on some letters. 
Letters are the same size. 
Able to write some capital 
letters 

Children know that writing 
sits on lines. 
Size of letters are the same 
and equally spaced. 
Children to use finger spaces 
between words. 
Write captions link to a 
picture 
Children are able to write 
simple words containing 
graphemes taught. 

Write captions linked to a 
non- fiction text. 
Label parts of a plant. 
Use capital letters to start a 
sentence and a full stop when 
reminded. 

 

Children are able to write 
simple sentences accurately. 
Letters are formed correctly 
and sentences and words are 
organised effectively. 
Children are able to use 
capital letters and full stops 
independently. 

Write simple sentences 
accurately. 
Letters are formed correctly 
and sentences and words are 
organised effectively. 
Use their phonic knowledge 
confidently when writing 
words. 
Children are able to use 
capital letters and full stops 
independently. 
They are able to read back 
their own work and their 
work can be read by others. 

ELG: Word Reading: Children at the expected level of development will: - 
Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. Read 
words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. Read 
aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic 
knowledge, including some common exception words. 

ELG: Comprehension: Children at the expected level of development will: Demonstrate 
understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using 
their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; - Anticipate, where appropriate – 
key events in stories; Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 

ELG: Writing; Children at the expected level of development 
will: - Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly 
formed; - Spell words by identifying sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with a letter or letters; Write simple 
phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

http://gsouto-digitalteacher.blogspot.com/2015/03/international-childrens-book-day-2015.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 

Mathematics 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

General themes All about me! Look inside a book. Curious creatures Come outside! Terrific trips Celebrations 
Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 
10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames 
for organising counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop 
their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot 
connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes. 

  
Sing number counting rhymes and 
songs to 5. 
Count to 5 accurately 
 
Recognise numerals 0-5 
 
Count objects 0-5 using one to one 
correspondence. 
 
Match amounts to number 0-5. 
 
Understand where these numbers 
sit on a number line. 
 
Subitise numbers to 5 
 
Compare groups of objects. 
Identify quantities which are 
greater than. 
Identify quantities which are less 
than. 
 
Compare quantities which are the 
same. 
 
Able to use the language greater 
than/ less than with prompts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sing number counting 
rhymes and songs to 10. 
 
Count to 10 accurately 
 
Recognise numerals 0-10  
 
Count objects 6-10 
 
Match amounts to number 6-
10. 
 
Understand where these 
numbers sit on a number 
line. 
 
Subitise numbers to 10. 
 
Identify quantities which are 
greater than up to 10. 
Identify quantities which are 
less than up to 10. 
 
Able to use the language 
greater than/ less than with 
prompts. 
 
Solve addition and subtract 
problems practically to 6 
 
Identify doubling to 6 using 
our fingers 
 

 
Count to 15 accurately 
 
Able to identify and name all 
numbers in and out of 
sequence to 10 
 
Use small resources to 
represent number 0-10 
 
Order numbers 0-10 
independently 
 
Identify one more and one 
less than. 
 
Recognise some number 
bonds to 10.  
 
Identify 2 numbers which 
add to 10 and know they can 
be switched. 
 
Solve subtraction problems 
to 10. Explain the process. 
 
Read and solve an addition 
and subtraction written 
problem with support 
 
Identify doubling to 10. 
Explain the process. 
 
Begin to identify odd and 
even numbers. 
 

 
Count numbers accurately to 
20 
 
Able to identify and name all 
numbers in and out of 
sequence to 15 
 
Use small resources to 
represent numbers 0-15 
Locate numbers on a number 
line. 
 
Order numbers 0-15 
independently 
 
Identify missing numbers in a 
sequence. 
 
Solve addition and 
subtraction 0-15 using small 
resources, number line 
 
Able to read and write simple 
addition problems. 
 
Able to explain my method 
when solving problems. 
 
Share out amounts equally. 
 

 
Count beyond 20 from any 
given number. 
 
Able to identify and name all 
numbers in and out of 
sequence to 20. 
 
Uses small resources to 
represent numbers 0-20. 
 
Solve addition and problems 
to and from 20. 
 
Identify odd and even 
numbers 0-20 
 
Identify patterns in odd and 
even numbers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Count beyond 20 from and to 
any given number.  
 
Able to solve word problems 
involving addition and 
subtraction and describe the 
process. 
 
Recall addition and 
subtraction facts to 10. 
 
Independently use 
mathematically language to 
explain and compare groups 
of objects to 10.  
Recognise greater than, less 
than, the same. 
 
Recall doubling facts. 

ELG: Number:  
Children at the expected level of development will: - Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the 
composition of each number; 14 - Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5; - Automatically recall 
(without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some 
number bonds to 10, including double facts. 
 

ELG: Numerical Patterns;  
Children at the expected level of development will: - Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the 
counting system; - Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater 
than, less than or the same as the other quantity; - Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, 
including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally. 



 

Understanding 
the world 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

General themes All about me! Look inside a book. Curious creatures Come outside! Terrific trips Celebrations 
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around 
them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster 
their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and 
widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 
Knowledge and 
understanding 
of the world  
 
 
 
 

Exploring our senses 
Our bodies 
Identify and names parts of the 
body; head, legs, arms, neck, 
shoulders, wrists ankles. 
Identify and explain our 5 
senses - sight, taste, hearing 
touch and smell. 
Understand how we use our 
senses and why they are 
important. 
Able to describe how things 
smell, taste, touch or sound. 
 
 

Natural processes 
melting and heating 
Explain in own words the 
word heat. 
Describe different heat 
sources? 
Identify heat within their 
environment. 
Name everyday heat 
sources at home and at 
school. 
 
 

Habitat and classification 
 
Identify different habitats. 
Compare and identify similarities 
and differences between 
different habitats. 
Group animals who live in similar 
habitats. 
 
Life Cycles 
Order a frog’s life cycle in 
chronological order 
To be able to talk about the life 
cycle of a frog 
Understand what happens in 
each stage of a frog’s life cycle 
Identify and name each stage of a 
frog’s life cycle 

Planting and growing 
Caring for plants 
Name types of plants. 
Able to identify what a plant 
needs to grow. 
Recognising how to care for a 
growing plant. 
Able to identify parts of a 
plant. 
 
 
 
 

Floating and sinking 
Shadows 
Identify when an object is 
floating or sinking. 
Explain why an object will sink? 
(Light for their size, heavy for 
their size) 
 
 
Shadows 
Understand why shadows occur 
and disappear. 
Able to create shape shadows 
using our bodies. 
 
 
  

Seasons changing 
 
Identify similarities and 
differences between the seasons. 
Talk about the season describing 
temperature, environmental 
features. 
 
 
 
Life cycles 
Order a caterpillar’s life cycle in 
chronological order 
Talk about the life cycle of a 
caterpillar 
Understand what happens in each 
stage of a caterpillar’s life cycle 
 
 

 ELG: The Natural World  
Children at the expected level of development will: - Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants; 15 - Know some similarities and differences 
between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; - Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world 
around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 
 

Knowledge and 
understanding 
of the world 
 
 
 
 
 

Myself 
 
Identify how they have 
changed from a baby. 
Describe what they can do now 
that they were not able to as 
baby. 
Talk about important people in 
their family. 
Talk about what you would like 
to do when you are grown up. 
 

  Nursery Rhymes 
 
Can distinguish artefacts from 
the past. 
Compare artefacts with 
modern alternatives. 
Articulate why these changes 
have occurred. 
Categorise items from the past 
to the present. 
 

 Reflecting on our year in 
reception. 
 
Talk about our own experiences in 
Reception. 
Create a timeline ordering events 
throughout our year. 
Compose our own personal 
timeline of our school highlights 
  

 ELG: Past and Present  
Children at the expected level of development will: - Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society; - Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, 
drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; - Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 
 

 



 
Knowledge and 
understanding 
of the world 
  
 
 

Our New School 
 
Able to name parts of our 
school. 
Identify the function of each 
area within the school. 
Explain the purpose/role of 
each area. 
Identify resources from those 
areas.  
(hall-knife and fork, medical 
room plaster) 
 

 Hot and cold climates/ 
Animals 
 
Name animals who live in hot and 
cold climates. 
Recognise the similarities and 
differences between the animals 
Describe why the animals are 
suited to their environment 

 Where have we been on 
holiday? 
 
Identify places on a map. 
Discuss places they have visited. 
Describe places they have seen 
and the weather. 
Explain their transportation to 
their destination. 

 

 ELG: People, Culture and Communities  
Children at the expected level of development will: - Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps; - Know some similarities and 
differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; - Explain some similarities and differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 
 

 
Knowledge and 
understanding 
of the world 
 
 
 

Specialness 
Special Things 

 
Communicate 
What things are special to me? 
Apply 
How do our special things make 
us feel? 
Enquire 
What does special mean? 
Contextualise 
What is special to Christians 
Evaluate 
Are special things important to 
people 

Celebrating Birthdays 
Jesus’ Birthday 

 
Communicate: 
How do we celebrate 
birthdays? 
Apply 
When and why do we 
celebrate birthdays 
Enquire 
What is a birthday 
celebration for? 
Contextualise 
How do Christians 
celebrate the story of 
Jesus birthday at 
Christmas? 
Evaluate 
What do we think about 
Christians celebrating 
Jesus’ birthday. 

Learning from Stories 
Jesus as a storyteller 

 
Communicate:  
Talk about the stories you know. 
Apply 
What can we learn from the 
stories we hear? 
Enquire 
What does ‘learn’ mean? 
Contextualise 
Explore the stories Jesus told. 
Which bit of the story is 
important? 
Evaluate 
What have we learnt from these 
stories? 
Is it helpful for Christian children 
to hear these stories? 

Celebration/ new life 
Celebrating new life at 

Easter 
Communicate: 
Recap the word celebration. 
Explore celebrations that they 
have been to. 
Apply 
Do we always celebrate happy 
occasions? Do we celebrate 
sad or bad things? 
Enquire 
Explore Spring and new life. 
Create our own celebration 
Contextualise 
Explore how Christians 
celebrate new life. 
Why do Christians celebrate 
new life?  
Evaluate 
Is it important to celebrate 
new life?  
Why is Easter so important to 
Christians?   

Precious 
Water 

 
Communicate 
Why is water precious? 
Apply 
Is water always precious in 
different situations to different 
people? 
Enquire 
What does precious mean? 
Contextualise 
How do Christians use water in 
ways that shows its precious? 
Is water precious to Hindus’ 
Evaluate 
Reflect on what we have learnt. 

Special 
Special Foods 

 
Communicate 
What foods are special? 
Apply 
Does everyone have the same 
special foods? 
Enquire 
What makes some foods special? 
Contextualise 
What food is special to Christians? 
Evaluate 
Is it important for Christians to 
have their special food? 
 

 ELG: People, Culture and Communities  
Children at the expected level of development will: - Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps; - Know some similarities and 
differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; - Explain some similarities and differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 
 

 

 



Expressive arts and design 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

General themes All about me! Look inside a book. Curious creatures Come outside! Terrific trips Celebrations 
The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide 
range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, 
repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe. 

 Rosie’s Walk 
 
Sing 6 songs; Pumpkin song, 
Space Song, Grand Old Duke 
of York, Firefighter, Deep 
Blue Sea and Mr Scarecrow.  
Preform actions to the songs 
taught. 
Explore a range of sounds 
including body sounds and 
classroom percussion. 
Recognise when a sound is 
quiet or loud 
 
 

Rainbow Fish 
 
Sing and perform some 
Christmas songs on stage. 
Jingle bells, when Santa got 
stuck up the chimney. 
Warren Park Christmas song. 
Chant and sing a few familiar. 
rhymes and songs from 
memory.  
Perform Christmas songs in 
our Christmas concert 

Dragon Dance 
 

Name some instruments.  
Understand how to play the 
instruments. 
Know some instruments I 
tap, scrap or shake. 
Sing a range of rhymes and 
songs confidently. 
 

 

Incy Wincy 
 
Sing individually and within a 
group. 
Start and stop on command. 
Learn and sing a few Nursery 
Rhymes; Jack and Jill, Wee 
Willy Winky, Polly put the 
kettle on and Mary had a 
little lamb  
Name instruments. (A go, go, 
glockenspiel, drum, 
tambourine.  
Play instruments to 
accompany songs. 

Beach 
 

Talk about how sounds make 
me feel. 
Able to talk about the music I 
hear. 
Show my mood through 
music I hear. 
Explain how music makes me 
feel. 

Weather 
 

Respond to dynamic and 
temp changes. 
Create storm music using 
instruments. 
Perform music with 
instruments. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Portraits 
Draw from observations 
Give meaning to marks I 
make. 
Choose colours for my 
artwork. 
Talk about the art I have 
produced. 

 
 

Colour mixing 
Identify the 3 primary 
colours. 
Explore mixing two colours. 
Talk about the colours I have 
created. 
Use a paintbrush effectively. 
Paint within a shape. 

 
 

Clay Models 
Create with a purpose in 
mind. 
Mould and create simple 
shapes. 
Use small tools to add shape, 
impress pattern and 
textures. 
Look at others art work and 
say what I like. 
With support talk about how 
I could improve my artwork. 

Natural printing 
Load an object with paint 
and print it. 
Print using a variety of 
natural resources. 
Explain the process of 
printing to others. 

Artist David Hockney 
Share my opinion on a piece 
of art. 
Tell adults what I have 
observed. 
Recreate my own 
masterpiece using pencil and 
colour. 
Evaluate the art I have 
produced. 

Collage 
Use scissors effectively when 
cutting materials. 
Tear paper into strips and 
make simple shapes. 
Apply glue to areas I wish to 
cover. 

DT 
 
 
 
 

Face Plate 
Verbally plan and design my 
creation. 
Talk about the features I 
need to include. 
Use tools and techniques to 
create my face. 
Use resources safely when 
reminded. 
Join materials using glue. 

Joining materials 
Join materials using glue, 
sellotape, stapler, paper clips 
and a hole punch. 
Create stick puppets making 
choices on how to join my 
materials. 
Explain how I made my 
puppet. 

 
 

Junk modelling (clay 
animal) 

Plan design of artwork. 
Talk about the different 
features and materials used. 
Explain the process. 
Share creation with others 

Moving toys (COSMIC) 
Play with a car and talk 
about how it moves. 
Make a cotton reel spin. 
Follow verbal instructions to 
make a moving part. 

Exploring Fabrics 
(COSMIC) 

Choose a fabric for my 
picture. 
Practice cutting and sticking. 
Practice sewing with shoe 
laces. 

Den Building (COSMIC) 
Make a shelter for a fairy. 
Check my shelter is safe 
Talk about my choices and 
design. 

Creating with Materials 
Children at the expected level of development will: - Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form, and function; - Share their creations, explaining the 
process they have used; - Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. 

Being Imaginative and Expressive 
Children at the expected level of development will: - Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers 
and their teacher; - Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs; - Perform songs, rhymes, poems and 
stories with others, and – when appropriate try to move in time with music. 
 

 


